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64 F chat malice which hath brought 
this affliction upon me could 
have been contented with ordi- 
= nary and legall proſecution z and 
it my eſtate and livelihood were 
the things only in queſtion, and 
my good name not ſullied with 
infamous and filthy ſlanders, I 
ſhould in all probability rather patiently have fate 
down under my ſufferings , then have been indue'd 
to lay open my condition unto the World. Bux 
| fince I cannot but be of opinion that many Per- 
ſons both of worth and conſcience, content to reſt 
in the firſt Repreſentations, may by this means be 
brought to a true and juſt knowledge of the whole 
matter, and 2 tedue d to the mode - 
ration 


(2) 
ration of — what is but juſt, and that my good 
Name, (which to an honeft man ought to be dearer 
then lie) may be in ſome meaſure rerrived, I could nor 
but put down as well the true circumſtances of my 
condition, as the violent and paſſionate proceedings 
of my proſecutors ↄgainſt me. 

I haye been theſe twenty two yeers together . 
ſhall of the (Kings Bench, now the) per B-nch Priſon 

Letters Patents under the great ſeal of England, 

erein asl am inwardly ſatisfied to have behaved 
my ſelf uprightly and legally, fo till chis ſtorme 
overtook me, 1 = it was without infamy or te- 
proach, Bur it is the misfortune of ſuch en ploy- 
ments. as mine, that we muſt neceffarily in doi 
our offices raiſe up to our ſelves enemies. For it is 
ſo difficult, if not impoſſible, to carry our ſelves even 
between Credizer and Dem., that there is no avoid» 
ing of ir, bi one of chem will be diſſatisfied. For if 
the Debtour be either unruly, or enable to pur in ſecu- 
tity for his true impriſonmear, and ſo kept ſate, be 
ſtraight crieth out of Reffraine , and barſh uf. ge 4 of 
he put in ſecurity, and lie in the Reles, or legally g0 
abroad about his occ ſions with a Keeper, then 
does the Cre iiur cry out of too much L ber y, and 
it may be files for a Bil! for an eſcape. So char let a 
man cry bimſclf withall the cite and circumſpeti- 
on which is poſſible, he hall be ſure to meer with 
clamours and enemies, and theſe ſo much the more, 
in regard tha» being perſons cither in lo condition 
or decayed fortunes , they account it ſomewhat 
eicher of eaſe or plealwe to revile or vex tho 
whom they look upon as the i. truments of their 
Witortunes. Ver 


(3) | 
Yet upon the diffolurion of the lace Parllament 
there was an Oder obtained from the new Counſell 
of Sate, bearing the date the of April 1653. em- 


powring 


to enquire into all matters concerning Priſons and 
Keepers of Priſons, by vertue whereof, I was ſum - 
moned to a before them which I obeyed. But it 
was a wonder to me (who had been a faichfull Ser- 
vant to the Parliament in their moſt doubrfull and 
difficult times, and who had been conſtantly in all 
their commiſions, and ſtuck to them throughout, 
when ethers declined them) to ſee Mr. Fountain in 
the Chaire , one of the moſt active for the late King, 
and ene by whoſe power and intereſt ar Oxford, my 
place was given away for diſobeying a Warrant of 
| the late Kings, dated the 23 of Nevember 1653. for 
the diſcharge of william Cobb. Yer humbly ſub- 
micting (as it was my duty) to the Authority ſer over 
me, and withall weighing with my felf the right 
that all Goveraonrs have to call whom they pleaſe 
to their aſliſtance; beſides, hoping that Mr. Feus- 
taine had manifeſted unto them his to his for- 
mer Principles and courſes, I, with all che ſub- 
mit on I could, ed my ſelf to give che beſt 
ſatisfaction that lay in my power unte that Com- 

mittee. | 
The Geverdl things they fell upon, were, firſt, 
about the Ziff of my Priſovers , 2 perfect and full 
copie whereof I delivered in. Next, about the ex- 
tem and liberty of che Ys Priſon , by which 
2 means 
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tant (a5, was alledged ee 
mans (amp alledge) there 4 2d, Face zb. 


ſolutely defrauded. 22 ES to — L. A fal on- 
ly ſay, ”Tharthe Priſan-houſe being ſo little, as that 
it is not able to comraine a foutth part of the Priſo- 
ners , my Predeceſſors in their ſevetall times, and 


| wajes by permiſko f 
1 — 1 to lodge them 5 —— 
true impt ſoament houſes tour, 
— chat they call che Rees : Wh as it avoids a 


grand incoavenicace (for FE | 


man e eee 0 


charge to him 
the Priſon were to . 
be a ike. + his oo {o it Sits 
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to reco 
bis own. 2 1 Lan liablezs 
y the deb: . 
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Priſon, pate —— 


— — damages to be given aganſt 
the Marſhall. 
And although I have done 2 but w hat by 


* was n hH Ole, "e 
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1 defire a difference may be made between v8/untary 
and iwvelumary eſcapes ; that is to ſay, eſcapes hap- 

ing either by my granting too much liberty, or 

negli or connivence ; and thoſe which in 
deſpighr of the ſtrength of the Priſon, the care and 
diligence of the warc , are oftentimes made by 
&+(perate perſons, groaning under. their wants, and 
impatient of reſtrain: And therefore I apeal to all 
the Nation, whether there vas yet ever any debt re- 
covered _”” me for an eſcape, which I have not ſa- 
tisfied, And 


as I canner bedenigd the liberty of a 
to mabe my beſt defence when 1 am 
Law] ſa it it cas be proved that any e- 
ſcopt hach been wilfel in me, orthat Ievex took a 
pony of moay'for granting any Liberty, I 
| be cement to ſuffer all that which the malice of 
. tern * _ A ne 
Not uso to lay, tha. he dat d mo 
eon der able P riſonors hould he put into the houſe, 
for ſo che more inſolvent (hould be fer at randome, 
and their debes by this means became deſperate. For 
she ſecurity af che ouhers ¶ beſjdes sheir pwne repu- 
ition) 3s fate in the Res, a5 it they 
were oloſe g ah there is many 2.an,;that will ra- 
ther be bound ine bend of 40094, fora mans true 
impriſonmem, then be hound wikh him ia a bond 
f n. debt. tn Id, ase it l : 
But when they came to deſcend into der Mat- 
ters, it was very ſtrange to ang ſor My N (1 
will eot ey more like a teed Lrwyer,or an caraged 
enemy, then à ſober judge} affard {o much counte- 
nanu BU Dawn ens and CYMBAIAINES Sharicame in 
19 A- 
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(6) 
againſt me, to ſtretch matter further then by Law 
they would endure.” And when I defir'd but Co- 
pies of Petitions, that I might be the bettet enabled 
to make my defence, utterly to refuſe me, and pur 
me to anſwer upon the place: which when I endea- 
voured to do, as well as the ſmalneſs of the time, and 
my owne — — would permit me, I was ſundt 
times revi many 8 ſpeeches, 
againſt my ſelf and my acareſt relations, were 
_ — _— * leaſt control = Check. 
The Witnefles w brought in order to m 
juſtificarion, were diſcountenanced ; Mr. — 
the mean time privately and glofling 
his one conceptions, I have teaſen to conceive , 
and writing them downe , ſo that thiags ſeemed to 
be carried ou ( I will aot ſay it was by deſign, or in · 
juſtly) meerly in a manner to my ruine. 
The Petitivns and charges that came in, to look 
on the number , N en on the weight 
t 


, of chem are either {0 
that ate not worth mon- 
tioning here, as I have done here; ſome the 
i my caſe imediately detects the malice 
ad But firce that there is one parti- 
cularly infiſted — —— 
ly, I ſhall not to ſerir down, that by 
eſtimate of this grand buſineſs an account may be 


takes of the tet. 

And tbe bufinefs ſtunds thus: 
One Ibn b was committed — — 
Priſon, Feb. 10. 1650. — Treſpaſs, 
at the ſuit of Z Child, 


— 


— — — —— — — 
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or Zxicution. This det broke the Priſon-houſe, 
(he being kept in cloſe Priſon, together with four o- 
chers)in the night time, having burned down the win- 
dow with hot trons, poiſoned a fierce Maſtiffe, and 
given ſome Opiare Medicme to the watchman, where- 
with he laid him in a dead ſleep all night; and by that 
means the faid Che went away in the night time by 
ladders of ropes provided for that purpoſe, as is pro- 
ved by many witnefles. 

Thereupen Child brings his Action of the caſe. 
againſt Sit Fals Lens hal for 3791. for the eſcape; and 
at 2 tryal at C had given him by the Jury(who 
fa-l'd not to be his friends at a dead lift) the whole 
moncy and damages, 584 J. 13 . 4 d. For reliefe 
of this verdi, I preferr'd a Bill in Cher, to which 
he put in an veperteR anſwer, and fate in contempt. 
Hereupon I mov'd at the Refs for an Injaxiion.ro 
ftp proceedings ar c Law, which the Maſter 
of the Rl being ſatisfied that Child in equity ought 
to have no mere of me, then he could have reco- 
vered of Gays 2t Commen Law, and for that a man 
may lay an aQiion of 100004. and yet poſſibly not 
recovet 700 J. and tor that this was the onely courſe 
I had left to make Child conteſs what his debt really 
Wis, he having already in his anſwer confeſſed 
1004, given by the Verdi more then was due to 
hem) granted , as well fer theſe reaſons,as that it had 
been the conſtant praRtice and rue af tha Court. 
to grant in junctions upon the like occaſions. And 
whether I had not reaſon to feek tor reliete in C han- 
ery or go, let any man judge: For though there 
were abundance of equitable circumſtances, — 


(8) | 

x could not make out at m al, yet byrhar'(4 
mong other things ) which 72 Ude. og 
was very evident, | 

Nay this Caſe among others was referr'd by the 
Parliamenes Order of the ninteench of Ia. 165 3. to 
the Juſtices of the Bencb , who upon hearing 
of the whole matrer , declared me not in fault for the 
eſcape, and the bufineſstherefore onely proper for 
the Chancery i wherein, being a Court of Equity, I 
bo onely — = For certain! 88 was 
a ſtrange one 3 opprefion me 
by the meam of ic, as heavy, and of as ill exdanls, as 
can e. 

This is the great buſineſs as to the Zxecation of my 
Office, but becauſe the rage of my enemies was nor 
content ro ſtay here, but would ftrike at life az 
well as my liveliberd , they have fer abroach an old 
bufineſs voted ſcandlous by the Parliament many 
yeers ago, and threatned to try me for my life about 
it. The — ſtands thus. 5 . 

George Smithſon was committed to the u 
Priſon, une 1 3.1637. where ried —ͤ— 
ſuch ext team diſorder, that in the yeer 1640. he was 

ut into the common goale , where he was not only 

o troubleſome, bur alſo ſo dapgerous to the Priſo- 
ners, 8 itioned for his _—_ — 

I orde m every night to be put into t 

houſe which is ſer apart for unruly Prifoners. There 
continuing his old manners, he was kept for ſome 
time, all which ow he was fed wirh viualls ſens 
from my own Table, and the Stewards of the houſe 


had expreſs order to take care that he ſhould be _ 
ant - 


(9) 
frantly relieved. He died the 5 of Seht. 1640. A Co- 
roner ſate upon him, a Jury was ſworn , ſix Priſo- 
ners, and fix neighbours, who found that Smithſon 
dyed by the viſitation of God, and not otherwiſe or 
by any other means, as appeares by the Record. 

I chank God [ have this comfort yet left me, that I 
can ſay, I finde not in my heart to thirſt after blood. 
And certainly theſe people, had they net been blind- 
ed by their one malice, and carried on by an ex- 
tream defire of my ruine , might have found our 
ſomewhat more probable to have employ'd their 
perjurics about, then for to ſay that I ſhould hazard 
my Salvation, my ion, my Life, the well-being 
of my Wife and Children,and all this for the blood of 
a poor Lexatick in Priſon , whom till char time I had 
— known, and from whoſe death I could draw 
uo 

The very ſame men that have reviv d this com- 
plaint againſt me before this Committee, brought 
the ſame complaint to the Parliament ſeven or eight 
—— ſince, at which time it was _ — with all 

* ſcrutit wy 5 carneſtueſs, ri poth. 
ble: all their owneexamigarions, and thoſs o whar 
witnefs they could uce , i were taken; and ſeve- 
ral perſons were admited by that Committee, in 
the name and behalf of the City, to take notice of all 
proceedings. The Committee after a full hearing; 
made the report to the Parliament, that they found 
the Accuſations falſe, and proſecuted withoùt cauſes 
whereupon, the 5 of g 1645. they voted , That 
the complaints were raiſed and proſecuted without any 
grand & all, falſely, —— and 2 

an 


- 


(16) 
and that William Pendred, Edward Jenks, Hannah 
hi wife, James Freez, «nd Stephen Ptatt were princi- 
pal iuſlig ators and proſeentar 1 of 1beſt proceedings, and de 
deſerve ſevere amd e xemplary hab nd according- 
ly referr'd it to aCommirtee to confider what exem- 
plary puniſhment were fit to be inflicd upon them. 
Nor indeed did they vote it irie without 
ground,for Freeze d Fenks, wn eme Ng i ho is & 
great ſticklerin the buſineſs changh not ſo openly as 
the other) having been formerlyPriſonerin the tier 
Bench, and there very unruly and miſchie vous, the. 
Judges did remove them tu Newgart which firſt kinds 
led in them that malice; that na ſevetal times fince 
attempted my life. KN | 
Notwithſtandiag all this, their wickedneſs was (0 
reſtleſs, that though they Jaw lio little chey were 
able to ſarisfic — . men of the ground of heit 
complaings, they had the impudonce to reno the 


buſineſs again at the Committee ſor the Arm who 
— upon examination, vbted, Ag · 24. 1649.10 the 


me - as the Parlis ment had formerly done 
& after all che ſe te pulſes they: have | 
itcochis Cotimmitt ee, hete it ſeems it receives frei 

entettainment. ; 
Theſe are the two principal things, out of which, 
with ſome other heips (I will not ſay additions ol 
his ovwne) Mt. Fanta hath ſtuaff d bis papets 7 and 
at laſt hacch'd « Z;pmex Bur however a is, thougb it 
be not ficting for me to ſay, that he carried himfelf 
there rather like an Auverſery, then kt Fudge ; font 
ſhould ſeom he bath « mind, by the carriage of tt 
bufinels, that wen ſhould finde ith . 
7 ge 


| an) 

Judge to a JoBicitor, For this report of his, he very 
aſſiduouſly promotes to the Committee of Parlia- 
ment;zwho upon the report, ordet d Isly 25. 1653. chat 
I ſhould appear before the ſame Committee the next 
day, which was T»eſ4ay following, at 3 in the after- 
noon, and bring wich me a perfet# Liſt of the names, ſir- 
wames, places of laſt avead of all the 7 tn cuſtody, 
fpnce the Laſt liſt in print i together with all Bonds Sratues, 
Fudgements, Warrants of Atturney to acknowlede judge- 
ments % Creditors,or others in their behalf. 

Hereupon, I petitioseq the Committe, Tes ſday 
Fuly 26. 1633. in regard I had not received their Or- 
der t il late, and that I was threatned to be arreſted 
for ſeveral ſums of mony, as I gave my attendance, 
That light either be exempred from perſons! at- 
tend ance, or elſe be protected from arreſts; that l 
might have copies of reports and Petitions, and be 
admitted to put in my defence in writing , or by my 
Counſel. But being expreſly commanded to attend 
the Thevſday after , I accordingly did fo, end carried 
in the Lit, but ſhew'd them that I could not deliver 
in the Bonds, by reaſon they were the onely ſecuri- 
ty which enabled me to perform ſeveral cruſts ſetled 
out of the Ofice,and rhe onely defence I had agaiaſt 
all eſcapes, ſued and robe ſved: Bur the Committet 
preſſd me for a poſitive anſwer ] whether I would 
deliver chem or no: and though I Petitioned for it, 
would gr unt me no longer time then the next morn- 
ing for my poſitive anſwer; which I was to deliver 
to the Chairman by To of che clock. According to 
the app intent, ue r morning, bei g Friday, I deli- 

a Werte the Se elf with ® piper bf — 
B 2 ons 


(12) 
ſons encloſed , why. I could-not in difcretion and 
* ſafety deliver in the Bonds: both which, ſince I am 
ſo much concerned in them, tor better ſatis faction 
follow thus. 


THE | 
HUMBLE ANSWER 
OF 


Sir Joun LYVT AAL Knight 
Marſhal of the Upper- Bench Priſon. 


N obedience to the commands of this Honourable Commit: 

zee, per ſons and power in all bunuility 1 ever ſbal 
have in high eſtreme, I bambly offer I ha the poſribiling iba 
the Mar (ball of the Upper Bench hath for the preſervation 

fach Priſoners as ſhall be thereuwnts Committed, / by rea- 
fon of the ſmalneſs and nnſafencſs of the Priſon,) arc ontly 
fach Collateral 2 as by his e induſtry and cndta- 
vours he can abt aine from per ſons that ſhell engage ſu the 
true impriſonment of the Priſoners ; which. ſecurities 
— 4 — Law, 2 y — 5) ore oncly. 
particular mg 1s «af, and to bis own private 
Eſtate — 22 PP hove likewiſe 7 
theſe ſecarities e as bimaſelf , no way concerning 
x — of this Land are 


: The this 
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ration lately fet forth, to the contentment of many thouſands 
of this Nation , enconrages him (with all thankfall acknow- 
ledgement) 10 aſſure himſelf , That as the Parliament, ile 
bighefs and ſupream power of the Nation, bath declared, 
that they will be as tender of Lives, Eftates, Liberties, juſt 
Rights and Properties of all thers, as they are of them» 
ſelves and their Poſterities ; ſo this Honowrable Com 
mittee , who are 4 part of that howorabte Body, will not 
be offended , if he the ſud Sir John Lenthall ſbal on 
his and the others behalf, preſume upon that Honourable 
fawour and grace, which the ſaid Parliament hath with 
ſuch abundant care offered to the People; and therefore can- 
not in juſtice or equity deli ver up ſack ſecurities, which can- 
net be uſefull or advaintagions unto him by the Law (as ap- 
pers by bu former — humbly offered to the Commu- 
tee, and hey grounds) if taken from bim, without 4 
particular AT of Parliament therein to relieve bim. This 
being tba bumbly offered, without the leaſt diſregard 1 the 
power of thu Commutee,or diſreſpe2 to any of their per (ons, 
whom , as becomes him, inthe place wherein God hath pla- 
ced you, he ball ever honour, This, in all bumility aſſuring 
himſelf of juſtice and equity according to be known right of 
Law and Property. | 


/ 
July 2g. Jebn Lembal. 
1653. ] 
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Reaſons humbly offered. and preſented 


to the honourable Committee for 
Priſons and Priſoners wherefore 
the Bonds and Securities taken for 
the true impriſonment of Priſoners 
by Sir Join Lentwal Knight, 
Marſhal of the Upper Bench Pri- 
ſon, cannot ſafely be delivered out of 


Sir Joux LExnTaraLs bands. 


1. Lor that many of the ſaid Bond and (ſecurities, 

upon eſcrpes made, arc already delivered to 
Creditors , thereby to recover their debes due from 
the Priſoners ; And Sir Feb» ſtands engaged by bis 
promiſe to deliver divers more. 


2. For that aſſoone as the Priſoners ſhall take no- 
tice their ſecurities are out of Sit /obnLenthal; power, 
they will and may take Eſcapes ; and Sir lohn havin 
no other way to reſtrain them, or to ſecure himſelf, 
other then by his bonds and {ecuritics , ſhall be left 
without remedy. 


3. For that there now being ſeveral! Actions of 


eſcape depending againſt Sir len Lewrbel, amounting 
to 


N ; 
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to 19008. J. and ſeverall recoveries had; Sir [bn 
hath no other means to ſecure his perſon and eſtate 
from the ſaid Ak ions, and recoveries, but by the 
ſaid bonds and ſecurities, many of which he hath 
delivered to his Attornies to put in ſuir, to be indem - 
nified from the ſaid Actions ang recoveries. 


4. For that the laid Bonds and ſecurities are made 
to him in his name, for his indemnity , and ſuable 
onely by him, and in his name; and can onely be 
teleaſed by him. 


$. For that the ſaid Bonds, c. are not forfeited or 
to be ſued untill after eſcapes brought againſt Sir 
lohn Lembal; ſo that if the ſame ſhould be delivered 
out of his hands, the rim. Credivers, Sureties, and 
Sir Joby Lewhall, may be much damaified. 


6. For that the diſcharge of Prifoners, (which 
is daily) the {aid bonds and ſecurities are to be deli- 
vered up, otherwiſe the ſureties may be indangered, 
and the Priſoner damnificd upon his countet ſecuri - 
ty given by him to his {urecies, | 


7. Fer that every defendant hath liberty to crave 
oyer of the condition ot the bond upon which he is 
ſued, before ho plead'; which Sir Joby not having in 
his handsre produce, will be delayed in his ſuir, or 
loſe the benefit of his Actions. 


8. For thar the Bonds and ſecurities taken for 
true imprilonment, are W ——— 
right 


(16) 
rigii and property , which he hopeth this Honorable 
me wel inviolably lefend. 


9. For that the ſureties, who ate moſt of them 
Tradeſmen in this City, and live by their Credits, and 
will be bound for a Priſoners true impriſonment, 
when they will not be bound wich him for any mo- 
ny, when —— perceive cheit names ate publiſh - 
ed, and their bonds put to other uſes then they inten- 
ded them, will preſeatly call ia their bonds; and that 
will be a means te deter all others from being 
bound: which will prove a very great prejudice to 
the Creditor, 


10. For that ſuch bonds and Securities as are in 
Sir /ohn's hands were given to him by the Priſoner 
and his fureties, by way of truſt, and upon condition 
that no »ſs ſhall be made thereof bur in caſe of Eſcape, 
Aud therefore the Priſoner having made no eſcape, 
Sir labs cannot without breach of cruſt part with 
their ſecurities. 


The morrow after, which was Saturday the 30 
of July, the Hasſe was made acquainted with this 
my Anſwer, who thereupon made an Order for my 
commitment to the Serjeant ar Arms, and another 
Order that Serjeant Pendy ſhould rake the care and 
2 of the — which he accordingly did, 
my ſelf being apprehended with a warrant from Ser- 
jeant Birkhead, under which durance I now continue; 
though I could heartily beſeech chem, in regatd of 
the multiplicity of che troubleſome and * 
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bufineſſes that lie upon me, and for that I know not 
what may be brought out againſt me, having had 
ſo many te do in atreubleſome Office , to be 
pleaſed forto rake off this reſtraint from me : which 
certainly as I cannot ſee what prejudice could ariſe 
from it, all my eſtate and livelyhood lying at the 
ſtake, and it concerning me ſoneerly to make out 
my intereſt; ſo were it to mea deed of very great 
merey and compaſſion. For as it would be a means 
to ſave me from a great charge, which, in the miſe- 
rable condition I am in, lies heavy upon me; ſo 
would iti enable me to go about to make ſuch defence 
__ what — be brought againſt me in behalt of 
Commonwealth x5 that I may therebyenjoy the be- 
neſit of the Las, & the freedows of a native Engliſhmen. 
For my offences, as they are alledged, falling 
under the two heads of Miſdemeanour and Felony, I 
fhall humbly ſubmit my {elf to any fair and legall 
= of Tryal. If they be meerly Miſdemeaners, (in 
e there be any) they are pardoned by the 4# of 
obi, 2s I conceive. And I could heartily with 
wy in their wiſdomes were ſatisfied that this re- 
nt upon me were not needful. For theyhaving the 
Priſon, which is both ay livelyhood and purchaſed 
inherirance, in their hands, it is not to be conceived 
that I fhould flinch for it, but endeavour by aſſer- 
— my innocency to them, to recover my own 
right. Reſides, if theſe were ſo many ſummed up to- 
her, as might render me in their Judgements unfit 
or the exerciſe of that Truſt, they ſhould ſequeſter 
the Office at laſt, and then I hope I might obtain 
mercy from- them, Jo waz never denied to 
their 


(19) 
their actuall Enemies, it being my inheritance by 
Letters Patents under che great Seal of Elend, and, 
purchaſed by me at a gest rate, ut Tem mare; 
unfortunate ; for upon Mr Fanmulnes hate Reperc and 
proſecution, I am deprived of the enecinion of 
Office, and the ſecurtiaes are demanded. of mer - 
if I give up, Iſhould be ſeft asked of my defenat 
and I cannot tel} ho many; Bis: may. he Flad ar: 
p_ me before the next Ferm, aud tharithere may 

e ſo much recovered againſt me, a may zuine me 
and my poſterity, forty des worſe then la He- 
dy. But I hall ſay only this by the way, vhatobi 
be my miſ-hap io be the miſerable Preſiden in this 
caſe , in what doubt it will leaveallocher Qkcers, 
who have a&-d according to che old Lawes,, and 
whart ſecurity chey-can ia iner to #hemiclres ik 
upon every alteration, r rather ent ion f a 
ration, they ſtall be called inqueſtion for:Aftioes 
done by vertue of E ees in force: Por my part, bn 
I did in the execution of my Office , Was n 
bur what the Regs of the Court (to Which Ine 
ſervant) permitted what my Predefſors had gonft antly 
prafiifed , and witht was net agaialt che Au phe 
then ſtood. If Accident, or Negligenct of Servants 
ever occafioned any miſcarriage, I appeale ton 
man ho hach evicted me by Law, whether | have 
not ſatisfied him · Now if the Packiament in their 
wiſdome think fic , that for the future that Priſan 
be kept by other Rules, and chat the preſent Liber 
ties be rettenched, for my pt I hal} with all rea- 
dineſs endeavour an Obedience, when I ſhall Snow 
what to de. For as isis not juſt to-punih s — 
rreſpal- 


(rg) 
tre ſpaffing 2gainft 2 Law not made; ſe it is but 
common prudence to be directed by thoſe Laws that 
are already in force. 

If I am to be tryed as a Feles, I (hall beg that ac- 
cording to cuſtome, I ſhould. rather be committed 
to the publick Goal, then left in a Meſſengers hands, 
and the informers bound over to proſecute; and for 
my part, I am ſo ſecur'd of wy innocency; that I 
ſhall alwaies make iv my bulirieſs to de fire che haſts 
ning of a fair & a legal Tryaꝶ only this I hope I may 
fay,: that it will be ſomevrhat hard for any than to 
know when he is ſecure from any flandetwus or ma- 
licious accuſation, hen the ſame — — 
the ſame men, may be ſer afoor again, after they had 
been quaſh'd bythe vores of the Parliament, che 
Councel of „ and to ſeveral Committees. 
Lot under this raſtrimmt have I paiencly endured 
ever firice my commitment, with a roſo quiet · 
ly to wait, ill it pleaſe God to move the hearts of the 
Parliament toconſider my innocency. In the mean 
time, I hall chearfully obey, however they ſhall 
diſpoſe ef me, and 1 (hall receive all their commands 
with the due obedience I ought: and truely for 
part I ſhould not delay the delivering of the $ 
vo houres, if ir werd not clearunto me that my 
tune would | follow upon it. And 
though L am very willing, as I have often ſaid, for to 
mpmwy ſelf to all their commandments; yet 1 
could wiſh that Ser jeant Deauy, hom they have em- 


loy d in taking care of the Priſon, did not ſeem to 
eee lo commit to his tuition 
4 .? EY 


for 


formerhinkes bis Letter of ſpeaks 
or methinkes bis Letter of Aug. 6: 1653. 
ſome what to that purpoſe. 7 * 


Sir John Lenthal Knigh 
3 format Mw (b. * 


Str, 

I acquainted the Committee the other day, with 
your anſwer, with which they were ſo much difaiſs 
fied, as that they reſolved to report your contem 
to the Parliament; yeſterday they ſate not, bur. 
journed till this afternoon, till when: I defired they 
would forbear acquainting the Houſe, for that you 
promiſed you would do your endeaveavour ; of 
which if yougive not a teil proof, by a return ofthe 
Beoks whe all the names of your Priſoners, with 
their ſecurities and places of aboad are, it will be 
in vain for you to think ef ſecuring your ſelf by 2 
refuſal. Sir, The complaints of ſeveral Creditours 
undone by you, ate very greats and our Law you 
know hath condemn'd many a man, who thereupon 
hath ſuffered death, though but for the value of # 
Sheep. Therefore all things conſidered, it concerns 

ou notto-contemn any r the Authority of the 
arliament, who it incenſed, as you give them juſt 
cauſe to be, neither you nor yours know what evil 
to them a day may briag forth . Sir, The Com- 
mittee being to meet this afrernoen, between 2 and 3 
a clock, I have ſent the Bearer on purpoſe to receive 


your anſwer, which is expected from you by 
6 Ang, 1653. Sir, Tan Soven, 
E. Dendy. 


And 


Wow 
5 


(a1) 
And now fince I have thrown open my condition 
ſonakedly , I leave it to any man to judge whether 
or no it deſerve not pity, my ſelf and family being 
by this means at the very brink of ruine, and that 
wich ſuch variety of circumſtances , as a man can- 
not ſit down to number chem. Yer am I prepai'd 
with all ſubmiſſion to the Parliament, and hope 
God will ſo carryon the inclinations of Tefice,as that 
in his good time they will take into conſideration 
my Innecency, and withall the number of innocent 
wa that will be involv'd in my ruine; and there- 
ore ſo mix their lat et with Mercy, as to reſtore me 
to my Liberty and juſt inheritance, 
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